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The EYFS is for all children in settings outside their home. It emphasises the 
right of children and their families to be included and welcomed in all 
settings and requires practitioners to promote positive attitudes to diversity 
and difference and to meet the individual needs of all children whatever their 
background, needs or abilities. This is reflected in the four principles that sit 
at the heart of the EYFS: 

 A unique child - every child is a competent learner from birth, who can 
be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured  

 Positive relations - children learn to be strong and independent from a 
base of loving and secure relationships with parents and/or a key person  

 Enabling Environments - the environment plays a key role in 
supporting and extending children’s development and learning  

 Learning and development - children develop and learn in different 
ways and at different rates, and all areas of learning and development are 
equally important and inter-connected.  

Here at St Pius School, we endeavor to deliver these four principles in our 
EYFS delivery and provision, within a safe, caring, small school environment. 

We recognise that the Early Years Foundation Stage is about developing key 
skills such as listening, speaking, concentration, persistence and learning to 
work together co-operate with other children.  

It also involves early communication, literacy and numeracy foundation skills 
that will prepare young children for Key Stage 1 of the National Curriculum.  

Aims: 

 To make the child's first experience of school happy, positive and fun.  
 To ensure breadth of balance in the curriculum through carefully 

planned adult input and sensitive interaction using the EYFS Profile 
and meeting statutory requirements. 

 To encourage parents to become partners with the school in the 
education of their children.  

 To provide a curriculum firmly based on active learning to meet the 
needs of the individual child.  

 To foster love of learning, enquiring minds and the ability to discuss, 
adapt and negotiate.  

 To excite and motivate pupils to explore and negotiate their 
environment. 

 Children will be helped to develop self-control and to respect the 
feelings, needs, culture and abilities of others.  



 

 

Equal Opportunities 

The Foundation Stage will be taught in accordance with the present policy 
for Equality and Diversity. Children will be encouraged to develop a positive 
attitude towards people of different ethnic groups, cultures, beliefs, gender 
and ability. This will be done through choice of books, equipment, access to 
visits and visitors and engaging young children in conversations that will 
allow them to explore their ideas. The EYFS will ensure a high-quality 
standard of care for all children, regardless of background and 
circumstances. Pupils highlighted as needing additional input and support 
for particular areas of development, e.g. CLL, will be given access to 
Speechlink, Social Skills and Motor programmes and specialist services as 
appropriate. 

Assessment 

On entry to the school, children will be formally assessed using the EYFS 
Profile to obtain a Baseline result and identify next steps in development. 
Progress will be tracked against The Early Years Framework. 
 
The Early Years Framework in its current form became statutory in 
September 2012. At St Pius School we adhere to this framework. All children 
in the EYFS have access to a broad, rich topic based curriculum both 
indoors and outdoors.  
 
The seven areas of learning and experience, ages and stages, and the Early 
Learning Goals now provide a National Framework for individual schools 
and other pre-five settings in planning, teaching and assessing the early 
year’s framework. They also provide an essential link between the pre 
statutory framework and the Key Stage One programmes of study. We have 
adopted these areas of learning and experience and the national ages and 
stages, as the basis for our planning as they provide a framework which 
enables us to achieve our aims for under five provision. 
 

 The Seven Areas of Learning 
The seven areas of learning covered by the framework are: 
PRIME AREA: Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) 
This area has three sub sections. These are Making Relationships, Self-
confidence and Self-awareness and Managing Feelings and Behaviour. The 
outcomes focus on children learning how to work, play, co-operate with 
others and function in a group beyond the family. They cover important 
aspects of personal, social, moral and spiritual development 
including the development of personal values and an understanding of self 
and others. 
 
PRIME AREA: Communication and Language (C and L) 



This is broken down into three sub sections. These cover Listening and 
Attention, Understanding and Speaking. These outcomes cover important 
aspects of language development and provide the foundations for literacy. 
The Early Years Policy places a strong emphasis on children’s developing 
competence in speaking and listening and Understanding. Other areas of 
learning also make a vital contribution to the successful development of 
literacy. 
 
PRIME AREA: Physical Development (PD) 
This covers both fine and gross motor development and keeping healthy. 
Physical development is implicit in all areas of the EYFS framework. 
Teaching concentrates on children’s developing physical control, mobility, 
awareness of space and manipulative skills in indoor and outdoor 
environments. Positive attitudes are encouraged towards a healthy and 
active way of life. 
 
 
SPECIFIC AREA: Mathematics (M) 
This is broken down into two subsections. These are Number and Shape, 
Space and Measures. These outcomes cover important aspects of 
mathematical understanding and provide the foundation for Mathematics. 
They focus on achievement through practical activities and are using and 
understanding language in the development of simple mathematical ideas. 
 
 
SPECIFIC AREA: Literacy (L) 
This area of learning has two subsections of Reading and Writing. The 
objectives ensure success in early reading and writing skills. Phonics plays 
a big part in this area and the ability to blend for reading and segment for 
spelling are skills that are promoted daily in the Foundation Stage at St Pius 
School. 
 
SPECIFIC AREA: Understanding the World (U the W) : 
This covers the subjects Geography, Science, DT, History, RE and ICT. This 
is a major area of learning and enquiry focussing on children’s developing 
knowledge and understanding of their environment, other people and 
features of the natural and made world. It provides a foundation for 
historical, geographical, scientific and technological learning. 
 
 
SPECIFIC AREA: Expressive Arts and Design (CD) 
This covers art, music, and drama. This area of the EYFS framework focuses 
on the development of children’s imagination and their ability to 
communicate and to express ideas and feelings in creative ways. 

Parents will be given the opportunity to discuss the EYFS profile results 
within the first term of their children starting school. 

Foundation Stage reports will be completed at the end of the reception year 
and incorporate feedback from the Foundation Stage Profile carried out in 



June of the Reception year.  A value added score will be evident and this 
information will be used sensitively to predict possible levels of attainment at 
the end of Key Stage 1. 

The named adults within the EYFS are Miss Crilly, Mrs Arckless, Mrs French 
and Miss Renwick.  EYFS staff are trained in first Aid. 

 
Planning 
Our EYFS planning is divided into long term, medium term and short term. Long 
term plans state the topics to be covered for each year. Medium term plans 
illustrate the objectives being taught each term and a suggested activity sheet. 
Short term or weekly plans, show specific activities planned to achieve the 
objectives. 
Staff ensure that all children are encouraged to experience all areas of activity 
during the week, although they may not experience them each day. A mixture of 
directed and free choice activities are planned and children’s choices are carefully 
monitored to ensure a balanced programme. 
The children begin by having free choice of activities for most of the session. This 
free programme is gradually directed by staff as children get older and more 
mature, so that as they approach transfer to Key Stage One, they are prepared for 
the Key Stage One framework. 
 
 
 Admission Arrangements 
Children enter the Early Year Foundation Stage the term after their fourth birthday, 
subject to availability. The school’s admission policy is published on the Durham 
County Council website annually. 
 
 Organisation of classes 
In Class 1 we offer 15 places to Reception pupils. The class is a mixed age class 
accommodating EYFS and Year 1 pupils. 
- 5 - 
Discipline 
Positive behaviour is expected and encouraged in the Foundation Stage as within 
the rest of school. We operate reward systems and praise good behaviour and 
attitudes. Age appropriate strategies are used to develop a safe and secure 
environment for learning. We use a whole school approach to discourage disruptive 
behaviours. The children are encouraged and praised for following the school rules. 
 
 Outdoor Play 
In Foundation Stage the outdoor play space is securely fenced and provides 
a safe play space where children can develop their physical skills and learn to share 
with others in structured and informal play. 
Outdoor play is a very important part of children’s development. Across the 
Foundation Stage we try to encourage free flow between the classrooms and 
outdoor area. Activities set up outside support all areas of learning. All children in 
the Foundation Stage have access to the main school grounds (both field and hard 
areas). Children take part in weekly Forest School sessions. 
 



 
Whole School Activities 
The children in the EYFS join with children in Key Stage One and two for 
assemblies, collective worship and whole school events. The pupils join the older 
children at playtimes and lunchtimes. 
 
 
Information for Parents and Carers 
At St Pius we provide parents with a Brochure on entry. These brochures contain all 
current information for our early year’s provision and the school. Information on 
emergency contacts and medical conditions is collected for each child and regularly 
updated. 
Parents and carers are encouraged to attend our termly Parent’s Evenings, open 
days, celebration assemblies and special events. We provide written reports for 
children leaving Foundation Stage that inform the parents and carers of their child’s 
progress through the curriculum. Additional letters and meetings provide parents 
with opportunities to find out about teaching methods, reading and phonics.  
 
 
 
 Resources and Equipment 
 
All resources are stored in suitable containers and are kept clean and dry. Outdoor 
apparatus and larger indoor apparatus are inspected regularly for signs of wear and 
tear. 
Damaged or broken items are repaired or disposed of safely. 
 
 
Health and Safety 
All reasonable measures are taken to ensure the safety of all children in the 
Foundation Stage. Special locks are installed on the Foundation Stage doors. 
Medicines are locked in a suitable cupboard and documentation is signed and 
approved by parents or carers before the administration of any medicines. No 
hazardous substances are used within the setting. 
 
 
Links with the Community and other Agencies   
St Pius uses the opportunities offered by the local community. We visit local parks, 
shops and other attractions such as museums, galleries and places of worship. 
People within the community are invited in to school to talk to the children these 
include, the police, fire officers, ambulance technicians, nurses, dentists, and the 
clergy. 
Artists, actors and musicians are invited to work with the children to enrich the 
curriculum. 
All visitors hold the relevant documentation and clearance to work in school. 
 
Assessment & Record Keeping 
In accordance with the EYFS Framework, regular observations of the children are 
carried out. These enable staff to monitor both the learning that is taking place and 
the provision to support each child’s learning needs. Early Years value the complete 



child; therefore, all subjects are treated equally. No child is subjected to testing in 
the Early Years. Each class teacher keeps an assessment folder and data is 
recorded both electronically and in the Class Assessment Files. Staff complete 
observations using the 2Build a Profile app and use this information for 
assessments. All can be viewed by parents and carers if requested. 
 
Special Educational Needs 
Continual informal and formal assessments undertaken by staff provided 
opportunities to identify any special educational needs a child may have. As 
children all develop differently it is recognised that a significant lack in achievement 
after the initial settling in period represents initial concern and careful monitoring. 
Children identified with special educational needs are monitored and initial concerns 
are discussed with parents, SENCO, and advice may be sought from other 
agencies e.g. Speech and Language Therapy Service. 

ICT 

Pupils in EYFS have access to PC’s, laptops and ipads. ICT is used to develop 
intervention and early learning programmes in literacy, numeracy and speech.  
They have opportunities to use programmable toys and cameras. 

 


