
The teaching of phonics and reading in class 1 

(reception and year 1) 

Letters and Sounds is the phonics programme taught in school.  The children 

begin learning the programme in early years.  In class 1, children have 20 

minutes of letters and sounds teaching every day.  It is also part of literacy 

lessons and homework.  These lessons are taught in class groups by the class 

teacher and the teaching assistant.  Reception children are introduced to three 

new sounds per week.  We use the Jolly Phonics stories and actions to support 

the teaching of phonics.  Children are encouraged to say the sound and perform 

the action.  As more sounds are introduced, children are taught to blend sounds 

in simple words for example s-a-t, p-i-n.  Each week the sounds are sent home in 

a ‘sound book’ together with laminated sounds for parents to use for matching 

games etc.  The children in year 1 revisit the sounds they have learnt in Phase 2 

and 3.  They are taught new sounds and take part in blending and segmenting 

activities during their daily phonics lesson.  Reception children are given a 

reading book at the end of their first week in school.  These first books do not 

have words and are used to encourage children to develop comprehension skills 

and pre-reading skills.  As these reading skills are developing, the children are 

given word lists with high frequency words and words to blend.  All children get 

a new reading book each week.  Whole class reading takes place during literacy 

lessons.  There is usually a focus on a text and many activities are linked to this 

text.  Within the classroom environment there are many opportunities to 

develop reading including the use of ICT. 

 

Phase 2 

The sounds which are taught: 

s a t p i n m d g o 

c k ck e u r h b f ff 

l ll ss        

 

 



Words which can be decoded: 

a an as if in is it of off on 

can dad but had back and get big him has 

his not got up mum      

          

 

Tricky words (which cannot be decoded): 

I no go to the into 

 

 

 

 

 

Phase 3 

The sounds which are taught: 

j v w x y z zz qu ch sh 

th ng ai ee igh oa oo ar or ur 

ow oi ear air ure er     

 

Words which can decoded: 

will that this then them with see for now down 

look too         

          

 

 

 



Tricky words (which cannot be decoded): 

he she we me be was you they all are 

my her         

 

Phase 4 

During phase 4 no new sounds are taught. The main aim of this phase 

is to consolidate the children's knowledge and to help them learn to 

read and spell words which have adjacent consonants, such as trap, 

string and milk.  

Tricky words (words which cannot be decoded): 

said have like so do come some were there little 

one when out what       

 

 

 

Phase 5 

The sounds which are taught: 

ay ou ie ea oy ir ue aw wh ph 

ew oe au ey a-e e-e i-e o-e u-e  

 

Tricky words (which cannot be decoded): 

oh their people Mr Mrs looked called asked could  

 

 


